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1) Background of the report:

Food insecurity is a great problem worldwide and Ethiopia is one of the sub-Saharan countries
that is suffering from poverty and food insecurity. To increase food security it is important to
focus on ways to decrease post-harvest losses of food products and not only have the
productivity of agriculture in focus. The Southern part of the country is dominated by fruit and
vegetable production; accordingly, the research data indicated a high post-harvest loss in the
region. The main reasons expected for this loss were lack of awareness among the farmers, lack
of infrastructure, and weak market linkages. We proposed a post-harvest education grant to train
the farmers that were expected to increase the farmers’ awareness of post-harvest handling
practices. We proposed the model farmers in the area for training them on the perspective of

post-harvest handling practices of the avocado fruit.
2) Training accommodations and Evaluation checklist questionnaires preparation

Before a month, the training accommodations like identification of the training hall, arranging a
coffee break and lunch, and identification of transportation system were arranged with
Agricultural workers who are working in the selected area. We identified the Wondo-Genet
Agricultural Research Center of Ethiopian Institute Agricultural Research to address the training
hall and others accommodations needed for training. We budgeted for a coffee break, lunch, and
other training materials and allowance for training participants, while the training hall and
transportation facilities were offered by the Wondogenet agricultural research center

management system without a fee.
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Fig 1: Training hall and materials at Wondogenet Agricultural Research Center, EIAR

Before the training, a poster entitled “Improving Post-Harvest Handling of Avocado Fruit” was
developed and printed. But also, checklist-based questionnaires were developed to collect
feedback from the trainees. The checklists were prepared to identify problems associated with
post-harvest loss and recommendations to address the problems from farm practices to markets.
The checklists were based on different groups of post-harvest stakeholders (model farmers,
researchers, and agricultural extension workers). The detail of the checklists prepared for
different respondents was attached as appendix |

Fig 2: Welcoming Speech by Center Director, Wondogenet Agricultural Research Center



3) Training Participants Selection Approaches

A total of 50 participants of the training were selected with the help of the local agricultural
office with Agricultural extension workers. The model farmers of avocado growers were
identified and communicated the day of training at the Wondo-genet agricultural research center.
But also, five researchers from the research center who are working on post-harvest research
area, Agricultural Extension, Food Science were included in the training. This was intended to
collect the feedback from avocado growers to researchers to improve food security through
reducing the post-harvest loss of perishable crops.

4) Training Delivering approaches

Due to some security issues, the modality of delivering approach was modified by representing
the post-harvest specialist to delivering training at the training site. The post-harvest specialist
(Abdela Befa) was trained online by the principal investigator (Abdi Keba) before training of
the farmers began. We offered the training materials as they could take notes from the
presentation. The presenter used different approaches to deliver the training. Namely, 1) the
contents of the training like harvesting methods, transportation, cooling, storage practices were

presented for all participants.




Fig 3: Presentation of post-harvest handling practices of the Avocado fruit

2) Group discussion after the contents of the training presented. 3) Lastly, individually, all of the
participants were interviewed for future recommendations to reduce the post-harvest losses of
fruit and vegetables.

Fig 4: Orientation and group discussion of trainees on improving avocado post-harvest
handling



5) Training close up

The trainees were interviewed using prepared checklists and voice recorded. The participants
from the researchers involved in the interview in addition to the farmers participated in the
training. The interview was classified for researchers who are working on post-harvest
agricultural extension and food science research programs. Additionally, we included
agricultural workers who are working at agricultural offices for an interview. We used the sound
recording system to record their response during interview time and recorded sound is now being
written and taken as qualitative data. The data will be uploaded for statistical analysis using
NVIVO software to generate outputs through statistical analysis, which will be used for
publication. The closing up of the training was done by the Center Director of the Wondo-Genet
Research center.

6) The Next Plan

During the interview, the sound from the respondents was recorded and stored. For next time, the
recorded sound will be written in MS Word and inserted into NVIVO software for further

statistical analysis to compile training participants’ perceptions and recommendations.



Appendix I: Research questionnaires prepared for training participants

The research questions prepared for Post-harvest researchers

Your Opinions are valuable for the food and nutrition security of our country

1)

2)

What do you think, the reasons related to the low attention of post-harvest research for fruits
and vegetables in our country? Hint, the research can be either science or technology-based
which is expected useful for our local farmers?

1) NA1GTT ARTRATT &G4 PMLLLIM MTF NEULZ JoCT APPH HP+E Fhdt IC
P+PPH FPATLRT 9RY LAOANAPHA? &TF6pe: JRLIPG. ALTN MLIE HAFAE AL
P+t AT 2FAA BUIR ARNNNLPTFY ACH ARCTF £2M&PTA +NA LEMNPA. ...

What do you think, the solutions/improvements needed to address the weakness of the post-
harvest research problems mentioned above?

2) NAR  AIL+MPN@  PEUZL  FRCF  MFTT FIACTT AMPLE  PMLNLAT
Mg+ PH/MAALPTF 9o LADAATHA?

The research questions prepared for Agricultural Extension researchers

Your opinions are valuable for food and nutrition security of our Country

1)

1)

2)

2)

What do you think, the problems related to the weakness of Post-harvest Agricultural
extension research in our country? Hint, linking science or technology-based research with
rural fruit growers?

NINCT HANETAT DTHT JRCI°C IC +PLH PATHATT &4&4 TICTT LU °CF
APPH 9P LADAATHEA? &7 ALINT MLID HAPKRET ALY PRLTF JRCIRCTFT
N7N&PF IC MITT+......

What are your main opinions to improve the problems or difficulties of post-harvest
agricultural extension research mentioned as per the first research question?

PLULZ RCH PIINCST ANNETAT IRCIRC FOICFT ATIARA PT AN+ LOFFP 9218 T FMm-?

The research questions prepared for developmental agent workers

Your opinions are valuable for food and nutrition security of our Country

1) What do you think the extent of fruit or vegetables post-harvest management works is
being practised by DA with the farmers? Hint, the practices can be introduced from



1)

2)

2)

Universities, Research Institutions, Non-government organizations, or local agricultural
bureaus.

PATNATS &4-&84 EUZ T°CT APPH NPT N8k AT ACH AL4G IC 9o PUA AP+NL
10 NAG- PANA? &F60eT ATPLET NRLNCALPTIIPCICC +2MFT A0Fo) 3P NAUL
SCERTT MRIR NANNNG- PINCT NCPTF AU EFAN......

What are your main opinions to improve the practices of the fruit or vegetables post-
harvest management with local farmers?

PATHATS &&-&4 £UZ oCT APPHY NING £28 AAAA PT ANTPPTTP go7e
TFm?

The research questions prepared for the selected model farmers

Your Opinions are valuable for the food and nutrition security of our country

1)

1)

2)

2)

Do you think a post-harvest loss of fruit and vegetables is affecting your household
income? Hint, imbalance of cost and labour needed for fruit production vs cost of fruit
sold annually

PATHATT &&-&4 SULZ-9CH NATT PR+HANPT ML APT18 10» NAM PANA? &bt
AFRG&S FOCT PARPNLATM Meh, AT FANT AACRARMMT NPYMR+ hagAma-
P& & e PO IC........

What do you think, the main reasons for post-harvest losses of fruit and vegetables at
your farm? Hint, your reasons can be lack of awareness, harvesting, transportation, or
storage/ cold chain problems.

N+ANAN NBA PEL&S AT PATHAT ®mét mes Nhrt P PATLET o7
RAPAATEA? &F60F PACAP TPNTLFT PITHN AT PARANANE PARAZHT MEYD
PN F/PPHLH ATNAT FICT AU EFAK. ...

The research questions prepared for the group one selected model farmers

Your Opinions are valuable for the food and nutrition security of our country

1)

Do you think the fruit and vegetable market is well addressed to take over farmers'
products for processors or consumers? Hint, the existence of an opportunity for farmers
to sell their products.



1) PATRATT &&&4 MNP PINGPTT I°CF ARPINNLPT MLT® ARTIFF APD-NE Mé
m&ty 0+L27 LAPNAPFA? &80T MNLPT FRCHFFFOT PALAMNT 08 a°F4.. ...

2) What kinds of support do farmers need to reduce the fruit and vegetables post-harvest
loss and increase household income from their products?

2) ACH A4 PATHATY &¢-&6 £UC °CT NATT AdPPIN AT NIRCHTFO PORTTMRT
PAAAN N, ATINLT BT ALTT £I& PNEAITPA?



