4 Issue no0.39 | July 2026

59
'(\% y

The Postharvest Education Foundation

Newsletter

Founder’s message

What Happens After “Mission Accomplished” for a 15-
Year-Old Non-Profit Organization?

The Postharvest Education Foundation was established to
train a new generation of professionals and equip them with
the knowledge, resources, guidance, and tools needed to
reduce postharvest losses within their communities.

PEF delivered postharvest training through workshops,
short courses, e-learning programmes, books, manuals,
Dr. Lisa Kitinoja collaborative research, extension programmes, and field

Founder activities across Africa and South Asia.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, PEF provided small grants to support local postharvest
training programs for farmers, traders, processors, and marketers. The Foundation later

expanded its efforts to include fundraising In support of organizations involved In food
rescue and distribution in the United States.

Over the years, more than a dozen board members contributed their time, expertise,
commitment, and financial support to advance PEF's mission. Although the Board of
Directors considered adopting a new focus, the retirement of the founder and several
long-serving board members made it increasingly difficult to recruit new members
with the time and financial capacity needed to sustain the organization's activities.

For PEF, success means having achieved its mission. The Foundation has trained more
than 150 postharvest specialists and trainers who are now active across 30 countries.
Having fulfilled its objectives, PEF has chosen to conclude its operations while ensuring
that 1ts training materials, resources, and expertise remain available to the many
Individuals, businesses, non-profit organizations, and researchers working to reduce
food losses worldwide.

The Board of Directors formally dissolved the charity organization in December 2025.
However, the website www.postharvest.org will remain operational to provide free

resources and mentoring. | will also remain active on Linkedln and continue to
administer the Postharvest Training and International Consulting discussion group.

2026 ASHS Hall of Fame 2026 ASHS Hall of Fame

Dr. Adel A. Kader, a globally recognized Ileader In
postharvest biology and technology, has been inducted into
the ASHS Hall of Fame. Widely regarded as one of the most
Influential scientists in the field, he is being honored for his
outstanding contributions to postharvest research and
InNnovation. He was one of the founding members of PEF and
a mentor to Dr. Lisa and many other postharvest scientists.
See post
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The Company of Heaven event video

The Company of Heaven hosts free, family-
oriented events worldwide that offer
enjoyment, learning, new experiences and
a sense of community. Their mission is to
help others every day and spread love. PEF
provided financial and technical support
during 2024-26 for the Rescue F&V Project,
The BIG Giveaway and Community Care
Day. Watch now
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When we UNITE with open HEARTS, we
CREATE more than just memories -

we build a better, more
COMPASSIONATE world for EVERYONE

WWW.HELPSOMEONETODAYEVENTS.ORG

World Refrigeration Day

On 26th June, 2026, World Refrigeration Day was
commemorated. The WRD Secretariat had announced this
year's global theme: Cool Intelligence.

Know more

RESET 2026: Dialogues to Reduce Food Loss and Waste in India

WRI INDIA

RESET 2026 will highlight how reducing food
loss and waste can strengthen livelihoods,
Improve nutrition and build more resilient,
Inclusive food systems. In addition to dialogue
5 July 9-10, 2026 | Shangri-la Eros, New Delh sessions, the event will feature an exhibition
+ showcasing InNnovative solutions and
Date: 9-10 July 2026 )| technologies, including farm-gate interventions,
postharvest management, urban food waste
RESET (WRI INDIA) orevention and waste-to-value approaches.
Register now

Link to register )
+ ~/

Global Report on Food Crises 2026

The Global Report on Food Crises 2026 highlights
that acute food insecurity and malnutrition
remain critically high, with crises increasingly
concentrated in a core group of countries. The
report shows that acute hunger has doubled

over the past decade and records the first two 202 GLOBA'— REPORT
: P : . : ON FOOD CRISES
famine declarations in its history. Produced by 18 JOINT ANALYSIS FOR BETTER DECISIONS

partners under the Global Network Against Food

Crises (GNAFC), the report provides a consensus-
based assessment of food insecurity and malnutrition to inform humanitarian and

development responses at global, regional and national levels.
Read more



https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/86067cbb-9396-4e7d-8d19-e60ad00d2f73/content
https://wri-india.org/events/2026/7/reset-2026-dialogues-reduce-food-loss-and-waste-india
https://worldrefrigerationday.org/news/%e2%9d%84%ef%b8%8f-world-refrigeration-day-2026-cool-intelligence/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPBjKN-fnIQ

The 2026 ReFED Food Waste Solutions Summit

The 2026

g The session highlighted how solution
providers are strengthening food
rescue through improved logistics,
stronger donor partnerships and cross-
sector collaboration to enhance
efficiency, reliability and overall impact.
Watch now

Rescue Reimagined: The New Face of Food Recovery

Call for Applications: GROW Fellowship — Gender Responsive
Research for Optimized Women-led Breeding Systems

+

. . //Last Date: 24 July 2026 A
Applications are now open for the GROW
Fellowship, designed for women plant GROW Fellowship
breeders in Africa. This immersive, non-
residential Fellowship sUpports —Linktoregister /)
leadership, visibility, and career |
advancement by strengthening JAWARD

participants' capacity to lead gender-
responsive plant breeding research,
Influence scientific and policy agendas,
and drive crop improvement efforts.
Apply how

Applications are Now Open

Deadline: July 24, 2026
Apply: https://bit.ly/GROWFellowship

#GROWFellowship #WomenBreeders

“Developing solutions that work for African realities”: ALU students
visit ACES Campus

On 18 June 2026, 20 students and
lecturers from African Leadership
University (ALU) visited the Africa
Centre of Excellence for Sustainable
Cooling and Cold-chain (ACES) In
Kigall, Rwanda, to explore
sustainable cooling technologies.
Through campus tours and expert-
led sessions, participants learned
how cooling supports agriculture, i
trade, food security and )

entrepreneurship, by reducing food o'{ = A 3
loss and improving market access. & Clash oA KOt BT

The visit connected classroom learning with practical application while showcasing digital
monitoring, green entrepreneurship and climate-smart innovation. It also highlighted the
strong participation of women and demonstrated how Africa is developing sustainable
cooling solutions tailored to local needs.

Read more



https://cleancooling.org/news-and-events/news/alu-students-visit-aces
https://awardfellowships.org/news/call-for-applications-for-the-inaugural-cohort-of-the-grow-fellowship/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2CcDB2LYI7Q

Food donation policy: a pathway to reduce food loss and waste &

alleviate hunger

The Global Food Donation Policy Atlas is the first

INitiative to map laws affecting food donation worldwide,
helping address food loss and food insecurity. Developed
by the Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic

LY TPOlI G (FLPC) and The Global FoodBanking Network (GEN), it

pathway toreduce food loss
and waste & alleviate hunger enables practitioners to understand and compare

The | «)

| TheGlobal FOOD LAW
53 | FoodBanking s POLICY CLINIC
S Network HARVARS LAw

Read more

national food donation laws, identify legal barriers, and
share best practices and recommendations.

Reducing post-harvest food losses as a pathway towards net-zero

agriculture

Using the Food, Agriculture, Biodiversity, Land-Use and
Energy (FABLE) Calculator, this study assessed the
socioeconomic and environmental impacts of reducing
postharvest losses (PHL) under five scenarios. Results show
that reducing PHL alone lowers production requirements
and costs by improving supply chain efficiency. However, the
National Commitments pathway combining a 25% PHL
reduction with complementary policies delivered the
greatest cost savings and emissions reductions.

Read more

NPJ | sustainable agriculture Vig
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Reducing post-harvest food losses as a pathway
towards net-zero agriculture: socioeconomic and
environmental insights from FABLE modeling

acharatos B, Ginevra Coletti, Konstantinos Dellis & Phoebe Koundour

i umber: 46 (2026) | Cite this article

npj_Sustainable Agriculture 4,
m Save article

1866 Accesses | 2 Altmetric

Abstract

The agricultural sector contributes to global greenhouse gas emissions while facing pressures
to meet nutritional needs of the growing population. Reducing post-harvest food losses
represents an underappreciated path to achieving net-zero emissions without requiring radical
changes in production systems. In this study, the Food, Agriculture, Biodiversity, Land-Use, and
Energy (FABLE) Calculator simulates post-harvest loss (PHL) reduction scenarios, assessing
their socioeconomic and environmental impacts. We model five pathways: a business-as-usual
pathway entitled Current Trends, two scenarios with 25% and 50% PHL reductions, and two
National Commitments pathways, com bining PHL reduction with other policies. As differences
between the 25% and 50% reduction pathways were limited across the main outcome
variables, we focus the main discussion on the 25% pathways as the more realistic policy
benchmark. Results show that reducing PHL alone reduces gross production requirements and
production costs by increasing supply chain efficiency. However, only the NC-25% pathway
achieves greater cost savings and emission reductions, underscoring the value of combining
supply- and demand-side interventions. Ultimately, this study underscores that reducing post-

harvest losses is linked to achieving many Sustainable Development Goals (henceforth SDGs)

and is essential for transitioning to more sustainable agri-food systems.

How Cold Chain Partnerships Expand Food Recovery

Cold chain is one of the
most effective ways to

Read more

Food loss and waste are increasingly recognized as major

cut food waste and challenges affecting climate, resource use and food security.
improve food access. . : :
IR Reducing these losses is one of the most effective ways to
ow CO am rFartnersnips

el FeRecary strengthen food systems and ensure more food reaches the

communities that need it most. For highly perishable products
such as fresh produce, dairy and proteins, effective cold chain
systems are essential to preventing food loss. (Via GFBN)

Why Food Loss and Waste Technologies Scale or Fail: The Role of

Women in Building Scalable, Circular Food Systems

Drawing on evidence from more than 21 countries, this
paper from CARE explores why many FLW solutions fail
to scale and identifies what is needed for lasting, system-
level change. It reflects CARE's commitment to achieving
Sustainable Development Goal 12.3 through women-
centered, market-driven strategies that create
sustainable impact.

Read more
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Why Food Loss &
Waste Iecnnologies_
Scale or Fail

The role of women
in building scalable,
circular food systems



https://atlas.foodbanking.org
https://www.care.org/resources/why-food-loss-waste-technologies-scale-or-fail/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44264-026-00165-6?utm
https://www.foodbanking.org/blogs/how-cold-chain-partnerships-expand-food-recovery/

GAFSP 9th Call for Proposals for Country-led Projects

The Global Agriculture and Food Security
Program (GAFSP) ninth call for proposals
Invites applications from national
_ governments, with a strong focus on fragile
gobalcgicuue & ood securiy.program and conflict-affected states, which currently
recelve about 60% of its grant funding. The
call also prioritises innovative, integrated
Country-led solutions that address climate impacts,
nutrition and women's empowerment
through coordinated approaches.

Apply now

Ninth Call for Proposals

The SafeVeg surge: West Africa celebrates biggest-ever boost in
climate-smart vegetable varieties

The SafeVeg project has enabled West African farmers
to access the largest expansion of officially recognised
vegetable varieties Iin the region’s history. Over five
years, the WorldVeg-led initiative supported the release
of 68 climate-smart vegetable varieties in Benin, Mali
and Burkina Faso, including tomato, okra, onion, chilli,
habanero pepper, amaranth, roselle and jute mallow.
The registrations nearly doubled the number of officially
recognised vegetable varieties across the three
countries, increasing the total from 70 to 138.

Read more

WRI: Rwanda’s Food Waste Could Feed Millions. Small Businesses
Are Showing How.

Rwanda loses nearly 40% of its food each
year due to poor storage, I|imited
processing, spoiled harvests and household
waste, costing an estimated 12% of GDP. In
Kigall, household food waste averages 164
KIlograms per person annually. With 19% of
nouseholds experiencing food Insecurity,
these losses have serious soclal, economic
and environmental impacts. They waste
valuable land, water and energy while
reducing farmers' Incomes. Similar
challenges exist across Sub-Saharan Africa,
making the reduction of postharvest losses
and food waste essential. Circular food
systems are emerging as a promising
solution, according to the World Resources
Institute. Read more



https://www.gafspfund.org/9th-call-proposals
https://africa.wri.org/insights/rwanda-circular-food-systems-small-businesses
https://www.worldveg.org/safeveg-west-africa-boost-climate-smart-veggies/

Climate-Driven Food Loss: The Case of Postharvest Tomato Losses in

Southern Tanzania

A study of 52 small-scale tomato farmers in Tanzania's
Kilolo district found that climate variability is driving
significant postharvest losses, threatening livelihoods
(Rutta 2026). Unpredictable rainfall, poor storage,
transport delays and weather-related collection
delays were the main causes, with losses reaching up
to 40% due to inadequate storage facilities. While
pest outbreaks caused some preharvest losses,
postharvest losses were far greater. The study
recommends greater Investment In postharvest
management training, extension services and
affordable infrastructure, including cold storage and
tomato processing facilities, to reduce losses and
strengthen farmers' resilience to climate-related
challenges.
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Climate-Driven Food Loss: The Case of Postharvest Tomato
Losses in Southern Tanzania
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ABSTRACT

Increased weather challenges propelled by climate change are projected to significantly
impact postharvest operations, threatening the livelihoods of most small-scale farmers in
several parts of Africa. While research on the effects of climate variability on food
production exists, less attention has been given to the impacts of climate change on
postharvest management of vegetable crops, especially tomatoes widely produced and
consumed on the continent. This study examined the effects of climate variability on the
postharvest losses of tomatoes and its implications on the livelihoods of small-scale
tomato farmers in the Kilolo district, southeast Tanzania. Using semi-structured
interviews, focus group discussions, and field observations, data were obtained from 52
(n=52) tomato farmers. Results indicate that unpredictable rains, poor storage
conditions, transportation delays, and weather-related pick-up delays were major causes
of postharvest tomato losses, with farmers reporting losses of up to 40% linked to a lack
of storage facilities. Findings also reveal that preharvest tomato losses linked to pest
outbreaks were common but not significant compared to postharvest losses caused by
poor storage conditions. The study calls for investment in both postharvest crop
management training and extension services, and the deployment of low-cost
postharvest infrastructure, especially cold storage and tomato processing facilities, to
reduce losses of unsold tomatoes amid weather challenges.

Harnessing postharvest innovation for indigenous crops to advance

nutrition and climate resilience in sub-Saharan Africa: a review

REVIEW article

Front. Food Sci. Technol., 01 June 2026

Sec. Food Characterization
Volume 6 - 2026 | https://doi.org/10.3389/frfst.2026.1745256

Harnessing postharvest innovation for
Indigenous crops to advance nutrition
and climate resilience in sub-Saharan
Africa: a review

@ Olaoluwa Omoniyi Olarewaju 12* J-@‘ Asanda Mditshwa 1
1

Olufunke Omowumi Fajinmi 1

1. School of Agriculture and Science, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa
2. Fa f Agriculture and Natural Sciences, School of Agricultural Science, University of

Postharvest losses threaten food and nutrition
security In sub-Saharan Africa, particularly for
Indigenous crops that support climate resilience,
dietary diversity and local livelihoods. This review
examines how crop physiology, preservation
technologies and systemic barriers influence
postharvest outcomes across four indigenous crop
systems. (Olarewaju et al 2026)

Read more

ReFED Summit 2026

Mr. Gurbinder Gill attended the ReFED Food
Waste Solutions Summit In Charlotte, which
marked ten years of the ReFED Roadmap,
highlighting the Importance of data,
collaboration and scaling proven solutions to
achieve 2030 food waste reduction goals. The
event brought together innovators, businesses,
policymakers and  nonprofits to  discuss
accelerating measurable impact across the food
value chain. Participants also explored new ideas
and partnerships to advance food waste solutions
across both the private and public sectors.



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pei3.70161
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/food-science-and-technology/articles/10.3389/frfst.2026.1745256/full

Qur mission

The Postharvest Education Foundation (PEF) has a mission to provide innovative
programs that motivate and empower people to reduce global food losses and maintain
quality, market value, nutritional value and food safety.

Our Strategqgy:

o Conducting a variety of postharvest e-

learning programs for young o

professionals who work with small-
scale farmers in developing countries.

o Providing free access to postharvest o

training materials for those who are
INnvolved In extension work and

training of farmers, produce handlers, o

small-scale food processors and

marketers. 0

Supplying postharvest tools and basic
equipment for use in applied research
and for improving practical field
operations.

Organizing postharvest workshops for
e-learners who complete their online
programs.

Long-term mentoring for participants
IN e-learning programs via social
networking websites

Conducting short courses, study tours
and workshops

Providing advice and guidance for
establishing local postharvest training
centres

PEF's ‘Global Postharvest E-learning

AVAILABLE IN ESPANOL AN

Program’ is FREE to all
D FRANCAIS

Check the website for further details :
https://postharvest.org/programs-e-learning-capacity-building/
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THE POSTHARVEST
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Email:

Vijayyadav.t@postharvest.org

Website: www.postharvest.org

Connect with us on: ﬂ m

/



https://postharvest.org
https://www.facebook.com/PostharvestEducationFdn/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3770124/
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